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Minutes of Naas Municipal District 

held at 2.00 pm on Tuesday, 20 December 2016 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

___________________________ 

 

Members Present:  Councillor F. Brett (Mayor) 

Councillors A Breen, D Callaghan, B Hillis, C Kelly, S O’Neill, 

 R Power and D Scully 

 

Apologies:   Councillor S Moore 

 

Officials Present: Ms S Kavanagh (District Manager), Ms E Wright (Senior 

Executive Officer), Mr D Reel (Municipal District Engineer),  

 Ms J McNabb (Head of Enterprise), Mr M McLoughlin 

(Administrative Officer), Ms. M McIvor (Meetings Administrator) 

and Ms D Heavey-Sharpe (Meetings Secretary) 

_________________ 

 

NS01/1612 

Suspend Standing Orders 

The Mayor requested a proposer and seconder to suspend standing orders to facilitate the 

completion of an “In Committee” meeting. 

On the proposal of Councillor Breen, seconded by Councillor Kelly standing orders were 

suspended from 2 pm until 2:15 pm. 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Kelly standing orders were 

suspended from 2:15 pm until 2:25pm. 

 

The Mayor, along with all the members took the opportunity before the meeting commenced, 

to wish their fellow member Councillor Moore well as he had undergone surgery recently, the 

members wished him a speedy recovery. 
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NS02/1612 

Confirmation of Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 15 November 2016, 

together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Kelly, that the minutes 

of the monthly meeting held on 15 November 2016 be confirmed and taken as read.  The 

progress report was noted. 

 

NS03/1612 

Midsummer Arts Festival 

The Mayor welcomed Ms Kinlon, Ms Fidgeon of the 'Midsummer Arts Festival' committee 

and Deputy James Lawless, Chairperson of the ‘Midsummer Arts Festival’ to the meeting. 

Deputy Lawless stated that he was seeking the members support in relation to the 

committee’s request for funding of €50,000 from the Naas Municipal District, that the 

Midsummer Arts Festival which was held for the first time in 2016 was a huge success and 

the committee felt that it would grow in success with extra funding support. 

Ms Kinlon addressed the members outlining the success of last year’s festival and circulated 

a report for their information, she stated that this festival started as a local festival but could 

grow into a countywide festival.  She outlined the positive aspects for local businesses in the 

area due to the extra footfall. 

Ms Fidgeon showed the members some photographs of last years’ festival and outlined the 

different activites and displays which were accessible on the day.     

The Mayor thanked Deputy Lawless, Ms Kinlon and Ms Fidgeon for their presentation and 

stated that their request would be considered by the members in the New Year. 

 

NS04/1612 

Promotional Video for Naas Municipal District 

Ms Kavanagh addressed the members stating that as head of Economic Development and 

Enterprise she paid a visit to the Municipal District last year and one key action that emerged 

from the meeting with the members was to produce a promotional video for the Municipal 

District which she then played for the members.  Ms Kavanagh introduced the new Head of 

Enterprise, Ms. Jacqui McNabb. 

The Mayor welcomed Ms McNabb to the meeting and asked if she would like to address the 

members. 
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Ms McNabb thanked the members for the opportunity to address the meeting and stated that 

she looked forward to working with the members in the New Year. 

 

NS05/1612 

Change Time of Monthly Municipal District  

The members considered the following issue from Councillor Power which was referred from 

the full council meeting held on 28 November 2016 when members were discussing the 

meetings calendar for 2017, to change the time of the Naas Municipal District monthly 

meetings from 2 p.m. to 9.30 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each month. 

 

The Meetings Administrator addressed the members stating that this issue was raised by 

Councillor Power at the full council meeting in November which was to be referred to this 

meeting for the member’s consideration.  

She stated that from a Corporate Services point of view there was no issue in changing the 

time, although she requested members to note that all of the other municipal district 

meetings commenced at 10 am to coincide with core time to ensure the attendance of 

officials and requested the members to consider a start time of 10 am and that the yearly 

meetings calendar and standing orders would also have to be amended. 

 

The Mayor put the proposal to change the time of the Naas Municipal District monthly 

meetings from 2 p.m. to 10.00 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each month to a vote. 

One member voted in favour, three members voted against, three members abstained, the 

motion fell. 

 

The Mayor put the proposal to change the time of the Naas Municipal District monthly 

meetings from 2.00 p.m. to 09.30 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each month to a vote. 

Four members voted in favour, one member voted against, two members abstained, the 

motion was carried. 

Resolved following a vote taken by members which resulted in four members in favour, one 

member against and two members abstaining that the time of the Naas Municipal District 

monthly meetings be changed from 2.00 p.m. to 09.30 a.m. on the third Tuesday of each 

month and the Naas Municipal District standing orders be changed to reflect same. 
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NS06/1612 

Schedule of Municipal District Works  

The members noted the comprehensive report provided by the Municipal District Engineer 

outlining the list of projects undertaken by the Naas Municipal District Office in 2016.  

 

NS07/1612 

Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right of Way 

The members considered the Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right-of-Way - Walkway at 

Monread/Sallins Roundabout, Naas. 

The Mayor proposed to leave this issue for a few months until Councillor Moore returns to 

monthly meetings of Naas Municipal District as this was initially raised by him and would be 

appropriate to wait until he has an opportunity to consider and discuss this issue.   

Councillor Kelly seconded the proposal to defer this item for a few months. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Kelly that this issue be 

deferred until Councillor Moore returns to the Naas Municipal District meetings. 

 

Councillor Power gave written instruction for Councillor Kelly to move his motion as he had 

to leave the meeting.  

 

NS08/1612 

Safety Audit at Thompsons Cross, Kilcullen 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power. 

In light of the works done at Thompsons cross Kilcullen that the council do a safety audit on 

these works from a pedestrian, cyclist and motorist point of view, and that  Athy and Naas 

Municipal Districts call on Transport Infrastucture Ireland and Kildare County Council to 

provide a roundabout at this location taking in the Sunnyhill Road, Crookestown- Ballitore 

Road and the Athy Road, similar to a motion already  passed in 2010. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Callaghan. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that they are in the process of appointing an audit team to carry out 

this work.  If the members are in agreement, a letter can be issued to Transport 

Infrastructure Ireland/ National Roads Authority regarding the provision of funding for a 

roundabout at this location.  
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Councillor Kelly stated that Councillor Power noted the report but felt that ultimately a 

roundabout may be required at this location. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Callaghan that the 

report be noted, a letter to issue to Transport Infrastructure Ireland/National Roads Authority 

to look for funding for a roundabout at this location. 

 

 NS09/1612 

Increase Number of Community Wardens 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Kelly. 

In light of the proposed changes to the parking bye laws in Naas and the proposed 

introduction of restricted parking in Sallins, that the number of Community Wardens be 

increased. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor O’Neill. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Roads and Environment Departments are jointly examining 

and reviewing traffic and litter/environment functions in the context of anticipated retirements 

and the recently held recruitment campaign for Traffic/Litter wardens to ensure the Council’s 

statutory responsibilities are complied with and that proposed pay parking bye laws 

proposed for Sallins (and other towns such as Clane and Castledermot) are implemented 

and enforced.  

 

Councillor Kelly stated formerly in Naas Town Council there were six wardens and now in 

Naas Municipal District there are only two. 

In response to a query from Councillor Kelly, Ms Wright stated that the Roads Department 

were currently reviewing traffic services, she also made reference to the panel of candidates 

for traffic/litter wardens which was formed after recent interviews.  One traffic/litter warden 

would be recruited in January as a result of a recent retirement of a traffic/litter warden who 

was assigned to the Kildare town area. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor O’Neill that the report 

be noted. 
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NS10/1612 

Parallel Parking at St. Brigids Terrace, Ballymore Eustace 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O'Neill. 

That the council please mark out parallel parking along the newsagent shop/old credit union 

entrance to the St. Brigids Terrace Estate in Ballymore Eustace, as current parking can 

sometimes block the entrance/exit to the estate. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O'Neill, seconded by Councillor Callaghan. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Naas Municipal District Office will assess this issue and 

place road markings as required. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Callaghan that the 

report be noted and the roads department to assess this issue and place road markings as 

required. 

 

NS11/1612 

Re-Paint Centre Lines, Castlemartin Estate/Sunnyhill, Kilcullen  

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O'Neill. 

That the council re-paint the lines in the centre and sides of the stretch of road outside the 

Castlemartin Estate/Sunnyhill, Kilcullen. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O'Neill, seconded by Councillor Kelly. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this is currently on a list of line markings to be renewed. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Kelly that the report 

be noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 7 of 10 

NS12/1612 

Cycling Forum 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O'Neill. 

When can we expect a date for the cycling forum to start up? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that draft terms of reference for a Cycling Forum are being prepared 

and will be brought to the February Meeting of the Roads,Transportation and Public Safety 

Strategic Policy Committee.  

 

Councillor O’Neill noted the report. 

 

NS13/1612 

Road at Coughlanstown 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen. 

Can the members have an update on the situation with regard to the road 

condition/maintenance at Coughlanstown as the residents have great anxiety and concern 

about the current unacceptable situation? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that Kildare County Council expects to receive the report from ARUP 

Consulting Engineers this week.  The report assesses the issues associated with the slope 

slip at Coughlanstown, monitoring, surveys and analysis, causation of slope failure and 

recommendations. This will be discussed in detail upon receipt.  The Naas Municipal District 

Office have reviewed the diversion routes and signage and are in the process of making a 

number of modifications to same.  

 

In response to a query from Councillor Breen the District Engineer stated that on receipt of 

the report from ARUP Consulting Engineers this week the issue at Coughlanstown would be 

considered by management. 

Councillor Breen noted the report. 
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NS14/1612 

Bye Laws Prohibiting Unauthorised Encampments 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett. 

That the Naas Municipal District introduce bye laws prohibiting unauthorised encampments 

within the old Naas town council boundaries under the 1948 Sanitary Services Act. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department requesting the members to refer to a 

previous report issued to the June 2015 meeting of the Naas Municipal District (NS21/1506). 

The legislation covering unauthorised parking in public areas is governed by existing 

legislation under Section 10 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992 as 

amended by Section 32 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998 and Section 21 

of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2002. Bye laws may be made under Section 

30 of the Sanitary Services Act 1948, however the purpose of a bye-law is to address 

specific issues in a specific area not catered for in existing legislation.  

Should the members want to proceed with the introduction of a bye-law, careful 

consideration needs to be given for the reason behind such a bye-law and the ability to 

enforce such a bye-law. The housing department would urge extreme caution in the 

consideration of a bye-law in this instance. 

The Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-18 proposes the development of traveller 

specific accommodation in the Naas area to meet a specific need and the council are now 

actively persuing this matter. The legislation in respect of unauthorised encampments within 

one mile of a halting site (and in certain circumstances five miles) is governed by Section 10 

referred to above. 

 

A discussion ensued between the members on what, if any benefits would be achieved by 

introducing bye laws prohibiting unauthorised encampments.  In response to a query from 

Councillor Brett, Mr McLoughlin stated that from a Housing Department perspective the 

introduction of bye laws would not make much difference as any issues with unauthorised 

encampments in the municipal district had been dealt with positively in conjunction with the 

gardaí.  Mr McLoughlin stated that the decision to introduce bye laws was a matter for the 

members who should consider it carefully. 

In response to a query from Councillor O’Neill, Mr McLoughlin informed the members that 

there was a Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 in existence within the 
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Housing Department which was reviewed at the end of 2016 and that there were plans to 

redevelop the halting site at Tankardsgarden which is located outside the town of  

Newbridge. 

Councillor Brett noted the report stating that considering the positive way previous 

unauthorised encampments in the municipal district had been dealt with and the fact that the 

halting site at Tankardsgarden was to be redeveloped he did not wish to pursue the 

introduction of bye laws at this time. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Hillis that the report be 

noted. 

  

NS15/1612 

Local Property Tax Spend for 2017 

The Mayor read out the allocation of proposed spend of retained local property tax for 2017 

under the following headings. 

• Roads     €527,479  

• Community and Enterprise            €334,000 

• Economic Development  €20,000  

• Litter     €91,000 

• Arts     €35,000 

       Total Spend     €1,007,479 

 

The estimated surplus pay parking funds of €362,090 to go towards roads related issues are 

included in the figure for Roads above. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Callaghan, with all the 

members in agreement, that the allocation of the retained Local Property Tax as outlined: 

Roads €527,479 (inclusive of estimated surplus pay parking funds of €362,090), Community 

and Enterprise €334,000, Economic Development €20,000, Litter €91,000, and Arts €35,000, 

Total Amount €1,007,479 be agreed. 
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NS16/1612 

Aquisition of Land in Sallins 

The Mayor informed the members that the Naas Municipal District received some good news 

last week, Kildare County Council acquired land on the Clane Road, Sallins for amenity use.  

Minister Simon Coveney had previously met with the members and gave an undertaking to 

instruct Kildare County Council to acquire the land in Sallins which amounted to 48 acres in 

total. 

Councillor Brett commended the members of Naas Muncipal District for their effort, 

commitment and great working relationship for the benefit of the municipal district which they 

serve. 

Councillor Kelly also acknowledged the working relationship of her fellow members and 

thanked the Chief Executive Peter Carey, Mr Peter Minnock, Director of Services for 

Planning, Community and Culture along with other council officials who put in a lot of work 

since Minister Coveney’s visit. 

Councillor Scully noted the effort required to acquire land and stated that it was proof of how 

the members work together for the greater good of the community. 

 

The Mayor took the opportunity to wish the members, all council officials and staff a Happy 

Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year. 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


